Desertification Information System
to support National Action Programmes in the Mediterranean
(DISMED)

Technical workshop on NAP information needs: minutes of the meeting

UNCCD Secretariat
Bonn, Germany

1.

Introduction

The first technical workshop of the DISMED project took place in Florence, Italy, from 20 to 22
June, 2001.

The list of participants to the workshop can be found in Annex 1.

Following the welcoming remarks given by the President of the Foundation of Applied Meteorology
(FMA) and the representatives of the UNCCD and EEA, the participants reviewed the following
points, in conformity with the Agenda (Annex 2):

1.

Country presentation session: Country presentations on national information systems as
related to the NAP;

DISMED implementation session: Information and the NAP; Environmental indicators;
Circulation of information; Information networks;

Round table: information needed to improve preparation and implementation of NAPs;

DISMED follow-up session: future work programme and identification of needs for DISMED
next workshop.

The CCD Secretariat recalled the recommendations of the start-up meeting (Copenhagen,
Denmark, September 27-29, 2000) and introduced the objectives as well as the expected results of
the workshop.

The Chairmen of the different sessions were identified as follows:

Mr. Victor Louro (Portugal)

Mr. Mohamed Ismail (Tunisia)
Mr. Maurizio Sciortino (Italy)

Mr. Mohamed Wakrim (Morocco)
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The Rapporteurs were identified as follows:
« Mr. Jamel Boujdaria (General Secretariat of UMA)
« Mr. Ahmed Taher A. Moustafa (Egypt)

The Chairmen, the Rapporteurs and representatives of EEA, FMA and the CCD secretariat
composed the drafting group.

2. Summary of discussions of the country presentations and of the DISMED
implementation sessions

The workshop noted that the secretariat received a number of reports from countries on the
information needs for the preparation and the implementation of the National Action Programmes
(NAP).

According to the agenda, the workshop heard presentations from the representatives of countries
(Algeria, Egypt, ltaly, Morocco, Portugal, Spain, Tunisia and Turkey) and organizations (EEA,
0SS, FMA, UMA, ANPA and Toscana Region) attending the meeting.

After each presentation, a discussion was held and a number of remarks and conclusions were
mentioned:

« country Partners to DISMED are at different stages in the development and implementation of
their NAPs;

. anumber of different methodologies have been used in developing tools to support the NAPs;

« some country Partners recorded a number of constraints at the national level, which are
slowing down the NAP preparation process (e.g. institutional difficulties for sharing data and
information gathered from different institutions for different purposes);

. in the framework of desertification and drought, national databases, metadatabases, baseline
cartography and information systems are at different stages of development and are based on
different standards and approaches;

. many country Partners, as well as most of the organizations, have established their
Clearinghouses/Circulation Information Systems and Websites, while others are in the process
to finalize them;

. while a number of environmental databases and information systems are available, very few
are specific to desertification and drought;

3. Summary of the round table information needs to improve preparation and
implementation of NAPs

Following the presentation sessions, a round table was held to discuss on information needed to
improve the effectiveness of NAPs.

As a conclusion the participants recognized that the following principles would be taken into
consideration in the implementation of DISMED:

« pursue short-term results taking into account long-terms goals;

« adopt a pragmatic approach in defining activities and products;

« build activities on existing products, methodologies, infrastructure, documents, and standards;

. facilitate participation of specialized expertise and a real cooperation among them, with shared
responsibilities, in developing products at national through DISMED;
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follow a process approach to improve the effectiveness of results;

promote synergies with other relevant programmes at the national, sub-regional, regional and
international levels;

strengthen cooperation with specialized operational institutions acting in the Mediterranean
area.

Consequently, the following topics were discussed and addressed, among others:

4,

Mapping of risk/sensitiveness to desertification and drought, at both sides of the
Mediterranean;

Erosion and other thematic map;

Indicators applicable at both sides of the Mediterranean;

Inventory of relevant data for desertification assessment and monitoring;
Metadata;

Reporting format;

Access to existing documentation (methodology, glossary..);

Access to results from research projects operating in the Mediterranean area;

Facilitate new projects to respond to specific issues (cooperation among institutions at national
and international levels);

Clearing-houses vs. Circulation Information Systems.

DISMED follow-up session: future programme of work

It was agreed that the programme of work for the coming six-month period would focus on the
following topics:

A

Thematic and sensitivity mapping on desertification and drought;

B. Establishment of a Meta-database;
C.
D. Access to results from research and development (R&D) projects operating in the

Access to existing documentation;

Mediterranean area.

The following activities will be then implemented:

Convening of technical workshops;
Establishment of a working group on metadatabases;
Establishment of interest groups on documentation and results of R&D projects;

Setting-up a gateway;

With reference to the above-mentioned focal areas, the following programme of work was agreed:

A. Thematic and sensitivity mapping on desertification and drought

Objective: To produce maps at national scale to support NAP design and monitoring, to be

further integrated at both sides of the Mediterranean

Activity: Convening of a workshop on existing methodologies for thematic mapping on

drought and desertification
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Results: 1) Appropriate methodology for the production of the maps identified and agreed
upon;
2) Collaborative exercise for the production of the maps, in relation with other
relevant operational projects (MEDRAP, etc.), whenever applicable;

3) Results of this workshop presented at the MEDRAP’s workshop on sensitive
areas identification (May 2002);

Actors: Experts from institutions involved in the set up of the reference mapping to support
NAP design and implementation

Date: January 2002

Planning:
- July 31, 2001: Terms of Reference
September 30, 2001: National reports on methodology utilized and or planned for
mapping sensitivity zones at national level
October 31, 2001: workshop documentation
January 2002: workshop

B. Establishment of a Meta-database

Objective:
To generate a Meta-database on desertification and drought among countries Partners to DISMED

Activity : Establishment of an

Internet-based working group on existing approaches/models of meta-data on drought and
desertification

Results: 1) Appropriate methodology for the Meta-database identified an agreed upon;
2) Collaborative exercise for the establishment of the Meta-database launched.

Actors: Experts from institutions involved in the production and management of data on
desertification and drought

Date: February 2002
Planning: July 31 2001: Terms of Reference
February 2002: Working group report

C. Access to existing documentation

Objective:
To facilitate access to documentation on desertification and drought within the Mediterranean area

Activity: 1) Establishment of an interest group on documentation;
2) Setting-up a gateway.

Results:
Web page on documentation established

D. Access to results from existing R&D projects operating in the Mediterranean area
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Objective:
To facilitate access to R&D projects operating at both sides of the Mediterranean

Activity: 1) Establishment of an interest group on R&D projects outcomes;

2) Setting-up a gateway.

Results:
Web page linked to R&D projects established.

5. Recommendations of the meeting

The participants to the meeting took the following deliberations:

Country partners should complete their national reports for DISMED purposes (as requested in
the guidelines dated February 2001) and submit them to FMA by July 2001;

The above-mentioned national reports shall be compiled, analyzed and circulated among
DISMED Partners by August 2001;

Participants who delivered presentations during the workshop should complete their
PowerPoint presentations and submit them to FMA by end of July 2001;

Participants to the Florence workshop should communicate to the FMA their relevant web site
addresses;

The above-mentioned presentations shall be compiled on a CD-Rom, for distribution at COP 5
(October 2001);

The activities referred to in the future programme of work (item 4) should be implemented
respecting the agreed deadlines;

A side event on DISMED outcomes should be held during COP 5 and the CCD secretariat is
requested to facilitate its organization.

In addition to the above deliberations, the following recommendations were made:

The General Secretariat of UMA is invited to collaborate with the Northern African country
Partners so as to facilitate the implementation of DISMED in the sub-region;

OSS is invited to strengthen its collaboration in developing DISMED activities of mutual
interest, particularly in: a) facilitating the participation of DISMED Northern African country
Partners; b) the development of tools and methodologies; and c) facilitating future SISEI
developments coherently with DISMED results;

Country Partners to DISMED are invited to support consideration of the circulation of
information, within the CST work programme;

The UNCCD secretariat is requested to facilitate the participation of Northern Mediterranean
and Northern African countries not having been involved yet in the DISMED project;

The UNCCD secretariat is further requested to explore ways and means, in cooperation with all
DISMED partners, to get additional resources for DISMED activities;

The UNCCD secretariat is also requested to finalize and circulate the outcomes of the Florence
workshop.

Concluding remarks
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The participants accepted with appreciation the generous offer made by the representative of
Tunisia, to host the next workshop in January 2002.

The participants expressed also their gratitude to the hosting institution (FMA) and to the facilitating
committee (UNCCD, EEA, FMA) for the excellent work undertaken in organizing and servicing the
workshop.

Conclusions and recommendations of the workshop, as well as the final agenda and the list of
participants, will be made available at:

. DISMED interest group: http:/eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Members/irc/eionet-circle/Home/main

« The workshop web page: _http://p-case.iata.fi.cnr.it/dismed_florence/index.htm
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Annex 1: List of participants

Country/Name

Organization/Country

Contact address

Algeria:

Mr. Lechani Kamil

Sous-directeur des reboisements et des
pépiniéres

Direction Générale des Foréts
Ministere de I'Agriculture

Chemin Doudou Mokhtar-

BP232

Ben-Aknoun, Alger

Tel: 213 21 915290/99
Tel: 213 21 5285
Fax: 213 21 915301

Egypt:

Mr. Ahmed Taher A. Moustafa

Director

Soil, Water, and Environment Research
Institute

Agricultural Research Center

Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation

El-Gamaa Street, Giza (12619), EGYPT
Phone and Fax: (202) 5720608

Phone (Home): (202) 3359545

Mobile: (2) 010 1462260
sweri@esic.claes.sci.eg

Italy:

Mr. Maurizio Sciortino

Mrs. Anna Luise

Mrs. Stefania Viti

Mr. Marcello Marinelli

Mr. Antonio Pugliese

Mr. Michele Munafo

Mr. Fabio Baiocco

Mr. Mariano Foti

Italian National Agency for New Technology,
Energy and Environment (ENEA) - Rome, Italy

Italian National Agency for Environmental
Protection (ANPA)
Rome, ltaly

Italian National Agency for Environmental
Protection (ANPA), Rome, Italy
Italian National Agency for Environmental

Protection (ANPA), Rome, ltaly

Italian National Agency for Environmental
Protection (ANPA), Rome, Italy

Italian National Agency for Environmental
Protection (ANPA), Rome, ltaly

Italian National Agency for Environmental
Protection (ANPA), Rome, Italy

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation Office,
Italian Embassy Tripoli, Lybia

Tel.: (39-06) 304 842 13
Fax: (39-06) 304 835 91
e-mail: sciortino@casaccia.enea.it

Tel: (39-06) 500 729 11
Fax: (39-06) 500 720 48
e-mail: luise@anpa.it

web: www.sinanet.anpa.it

Tel: (39-06) 500 729 81
e-mail: viti@anpa.it

e-mail: marinelli@anpa.it
Tel: 39-06 50072962

Fax: 39-06 50072218

e-mail: pugliese@anpa.it
Tel: 39-06 50072306

Fax: 39-06 50072218

e-mail: munafo@anpa.it
Tel: 39-06 50072051

Fax: 39-06 50072218

e-mail : baiocco@anpa.it
Tel: 39-06 50072887

Fax: 39-06 50072218

Tel: 0021 821 333 4131 2/3
ITALIANEMBASSY@LTTNET.NET

Morocco:

Mr. Mohamed Wakrim

Chef de la Division de la Réhabilitation et de la
Conservation des Terres Agricoles du
Ministere de I'Agriculture, du Developpement
Rural et des Peches Maritimes

Rabat-Chellah, Morocco

Tel: (212-37) 751044
Fax : (212-37)698434
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Portugal:

Mr. Victor Louro

Mrs. Filomena Mateus

Focal Point to UNCCD

Ministry for Agriculture, Rural Development
and Fisheries

Forestry General Direction

Av. Jodo Criséstomo 26-28

1069-040 Lisbon, Portugal

Ministry for Agriculture, Rural Development
and Fisheries

Forestry General Direction

Av. Jodo Cris6stomo 26-28

1069-040 Lisbon, Portugal

Tel: (351-21) 312 49 58
Fax: (351-21) 312 49 89/87
e-mail: victor.louro@dgf.min-

agricultura.pt

Tel: (351-21) 3124834
Fax: (351-21) 312 49 89/87
e-mail: filomena.mateus@dgf.min-

agricultura.pt
web: www.dgf.min-agricultura.pt

Spain

Mrs. Isabel Fernandez
Hernandez

Mrs. Carmen Aragoneses

Direccion General de Conservacion de la
Naturaleza

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente

Gran Via de San Francisco, 4

28005 Madrid, Espafia

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente
Conde Penialver, 84
28006 Madrid, Espana

Tel: 0034915975472

Fax: 0034915975565

E-mail: isabel.fernandez@dgcn.mma.es
Web: www.mma.es

Tel: +34 610 591467
Fax: +34 91 3963410
cad@fragsatec.es

Tunisia

Mr. Mohamed Ismail

Point Focal de CCD

Ministére de I'Environnement et de
I’Aménagement du Territoire

ICF 1004 EI Manzah

Tel : +216 1 704000 Post 301
Fax: +216 1 438211
e-mail: boc@mineat.gov.tn

Turkey:

Mr. D.Murat Ozden

Focal Point to UNCCD

Koy Hizmetleri Genel Mudurlugu
APK Dairesi Baskanligi
Eskisehir Yolu 10. km

Ankara, Turkey

Tel: +90 312 2878104
Fax: +90 312 2878097
e-mail:

dmozden@ccdturkiye.gov.tr

AMU/UMA:

Mr. Jamel Boujdaria

Chef

Division chargé des affaires Economiques
Arab Magreb Union (AMU/UMA)

27, Avenue Okba Agdal Rabat

Morocco

Tel.: 00212.7.772682/76/68

Fax : 00212.7.772693

Email : sg.uma@maghrebarabe.org
Web : www.maghrebarabe.org

European Commission:

Mr. Denis Peter

European Commission

Research Directorate General

Unit Global change and Biodiversity
Office SDME 7/33

Rue de la Loi 200

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: (32 2) 295 84 46
Fax: (32 2) 296 30 24
e-mail: Denis.PETER@cec.eu.int

NRD:

Mr. Giuseppe Enne

Mr. Claudio Zucca

Universita degli Studi Di Sassari
Nucleo Ricerca Desertificazione
Via Enrico de Nicola

I — 07100 Sassairi, Italy

Universita degli Studi Di Sassari
Nucleo Ricerca Desertificazione

Tel: 0039.079.22 93 04

Fax: 0039.079.22 93 02 e-mail:
nrd@ssmain.uniss.it

Web: www.uniss.it/nrd

Tel: 0039.079.22 93 04
Fax: 0039.079.22 93 02 e-mail:
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Via Enrico de Nicola
I — 07100 Sassari, Italy

nrd@ssmain.uniss.it
Web: www.uniss.it/nrd

0SS/SSO0:

Mr. Chedli Fezzani

Mrs. Essahli Wafa

Executive Secretary

Sahara and Sahel Observatory (SSO)
Boulevard de 'Environnement BP 31
1080 Tunis, Tunisia

Sahara and Sahel Observatory (SSO)
Boulevard de I'Environnement BP 31
1080 Tunis, Tunisia

Tel.: 00216.1.806522
Fax: 00216.1.807310

e-mail: boc@oss.org.tn

web: www.unesco.org/oss

Tel.: 00216.1.807553

Fax: 00216.1.807310

e-mail: wafa.essahli@oss.org.tn
web: www.unesco.org/oss

EEA

Mrs. Anna Rita Gentile

Project Manager

Soil, Contaminated Sites

European Environment Agency (EEA)
Kongens Nytorv 6

1050 Copenhagen K

Denmark

Tel: (45-3)3367209

Fax: Tel: (45-3)3367199

e-mail: anna.rita.gentile@eea.eu.int
web: www.eea.eu.int

CCD

Mr. Massimo Candelori

Mrs. Jan Sheltinga

Co-ordinator, COPSUBLA
CCD secretariat
Martin-Luther-King str, 8
53175 Bonn, Germany

Environmental Affairs Officer
CCD sectretariat
Martin-Luther-King str, 8
53175 Bonn, Germany

Tel: 0049.228.8152843

Fax:

e-mail: mcandelori@unccd.int
web : www.unccd.int

Tel: 49-228-815-2838
Fax: 49-228-815-2898/99
email: jsheltinga@unccd.int

Regione Toscana

Mr. Simone Sorbi

Mr. Paolo Frosini

Service Director

Regional Policies for Innovation and Research
Regione Toscana

VIA SAN GALLO 34 - 50129 FIRENZE, Italy

Regione Toscana
VIA SAN GALLO 34 - 50129 FIRENZE, Italy

Tel: + 39 055 490555
e-mail:s.sorbi@mail.regione.toscana.it
web: www.regione.toscana.it

e-mail: p.frosini@mail.regione.toscana.it

FMA

Mr. Giampiero Maracchi

Mr. Andrea Di Vecchia

Mr. Lorenzo Genesio

President of the Applied Meteorology
Foundation FMA
Via Caproni n. 8, 50145 Florence, Italy

Program Director, Applied Meteorology
Foundation FMA
Via Caproni n. 8, 50145 Florence, ltaly

Information System Expert, Applied
Meteorology Foundation FMA
Via Caproni n. 8, 50145 Florence, ltaly

Tel + 39 055 301504

Fax + 39 055 308910

E- Mail : maracchi@iata.fi.cnr.it
Web: http://p-case.iata.fi.cnr.it

Tel + 39 055 301504

Fax + 39 055 308910

E- Mail : dvecchia@iata.fi.cnr.it
Web: http://p-case.iata.fi.cnr.it

Tel + 39 055 301504
Fax + 39 055 308910
E- Mail : genesio@iata.fi.cnr.it
Web: http://p-case.iata.fi.cnr.it
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Annex 2: Final agenda

Wednesday, 20 June 2001

09.00 - 9.15

09.15-10.30

10.30 - 10.45

10.45-12.30

14.00 - 15.30

15.30 - 15.45
15.45-17.15

Registration of participants

Opening session

-  Welcome addresses - FMA - UNCCD - EEA
- Introduction to the workshop - UNCCD

Coffee break

Country presentation session

Country presentations on their information systems as related to the NAP (part 1)

- Morocco
- Tunisia

- Egypt

- Algeria

Country presentations on their information systems as related to the NAP (part 2)

- ltaly
- Portugal

Coffee break

Country presentations on their information systems as related to the NAP (part 3)

- Spain
- Turkey

Thursday, 21 June 2001

9.00 - 10.30

10.30 - 10.45
10.45-12.30

14.00 - 15.30

15.30 - 15.45

15.45-17.15

DISMED implementation session

- FMA: Information and NAP, the Mediterranean experience
- EEA: the European approach to environmental indicators
- OSS: Desertification Information Circulation System (DIS)

Coffee break

Circulation of information:
- UMA : Information circulation system on desertification and environment
for UMA countries

Information networks:

- EEA: European Environmental Reference Centre; EU Biodiversity
convention Clearing House

- ITALY: Italian clearing house on desertification

- ANPA and Toscana Region: SINANET/MEDINET

Coffee break

Round table

Information needed to improve NAP
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Friday, 22 June 2001

DISMED follow-up session
09.00 - 10.30 DISMED work programme and identification of needs for the 3™ workshop

10.30 - 15.30 Drafting of the minutes of the workshop

Closing session

16.00 - 17.15 Adoption of the conclusions and recommendations of the workshop
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